The " Lusitania f * Incident

incident is still running pretty high, but it may now be regarded
as certain,  that  neither the President nor the American people
want a war with Germany.    Mr. Wilson, then, will, I believe,
have ^public opinion on his side, if he can find an honourable
solution   to   his   differences   with   us,   and make use of   this
solution as the basis for a peace movement on a large scale.
I am now even  more  convinced  than I was a short time ago,
at the time of my long interview with him, that the President's
ideas are developing in this direction, and that this is the cause of
his suddenly taking up the Mexican question again, as he hopes
to find in it a means of diverting public opinion.     I am unwilling
to give any grounds for exaggerated optimism, but my recent
observations incline me to the belief that the   President   and
his Cabinet are more neutral than is commonly supposed.    Eng-
land's influence here is tremendous, permeating as it does through
many channels, which we have no means of closing ;   but the
Central Government, none the less, is really trying to maintain a
neutral attitude.    It is an astonishing thing, no doubt, but well
established none the less, that all influential Americans who come
from New York, Boston, and Philadelphia, the English head-
quarters in this country, to Washington, complain about the pro-
German feeling there.     I feel sure in my own mind that the
Government   hopes,   by   reviving   the   Mexican    question,    to
diminish the export of arms and munitions to Europe.     Public
opinion, apart from the anti-German clique, would   probably
welcome such a move, as it is widely felt that the traffic in
arms  and munitions is hardly  consistent  with the  continual
appeals to humanity sent out all over the world from  Wash-
ington,     My   general   impression,   as   will  be  seen  from  the
above, is  that   Mr. Wilson   considers   his   best  chance of  re-
election lies in bringing peace to Europe  and restoring order
in Mexico ;   for the latter purpose he will probably   employ
General Iturbide, who spent the whole of last winter in New
York and Washington.    He was at one time governor of the
district of Mexico City, where he acquitted himself with courage
and credit.    He impressed me personally as a man of great
ability.     He  should  be  able to  find  sufficient  partisans   in
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